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In the 30 years since the Soviet Union
developed its-own nuclear weapons; a
recwring nightmare has.beset U.S. mili-
tary and intelligence circles:-That the:
Russians might achisve-a solid-defense:-
egainst incoming American ’ missiles,
tempting them to try a “first strike” nu--
clear attack on the United States with-,
out fear of devastating retaliation. - -
The Kremlin has the same fears about
us, even though American: presidents
since the dawn of the nuclear age have:
asserted that the Unitad. States would -
neverstrikefist. f' B ok R
The Anti-Ballistic' Missile Treaty -of ]
1972 was intended:to calm fears on both
sides, But concern'is mounting in ‘the in-]
telligence community that the- Soviets
have been developing an ABM capabil-|
ity anyway—in: possible.violation of the
1972 treaty. The Soviet-US. agreement, ;
incidentally, -is due fors review. a year
from now, and its extension:is expected;
to touch off intanse dohate.*-.: t'gzc!;:';‘." _:,1,‘
The areas-of Soviet research-on antis
missile defense are outlined in a series of
14 top-secret intelligence . documents.
shown to my associate Dale Van: Atta.
One was~a: 1979 memorandum’ from]
then-defense secretary Harold Brown to.
President Carter, which' warned.-that]
“Soviet ABM R&D activities haveled to}
concern over the development of a quicik:)
breakout capability”’—tHat is, the ability:
to launch an attack with impunity.: .54
Here are some.of the- concerns ex-
pressed in the intelligence documents: - ;
¢ The Russians may already have per-;
fected a semi-mobile ABM system capa-
bie of being deployed rapidly.-x. . . .=, 2
o The Soviets: have ako-tutad-'sur-;-
face-to-air missiles (SAMs). as weapons;
against incoming missiles.” More than
100 Russian citiss have SAS interceptor!
missiles in position with the radar sys-ii
tems that will guide them to their tar-:
gets. The Soviets have already tested up-:
graded SASe for use against faster, high-:
er-flying missiles. At least five such tests.
were conducted in the early 1970s; with:
the missiles reaching altitudes in excess
of 125,000 feet. There is one optimistic.
. note in the report on these tests: In each:
. case “the missiles appeared to have mal--|
functioned, and the. higher ‘altitudes '
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ment” radars, these would
anti-missile capability, - i ‘;z;{-"._-:.;.?:fi_zf_;xi
new radars will provide batter::
target-handling and tracking data and;
more accarate impact . prediction,” - a°
Pentagon intalligence: report states..
“They are als assessed to be capable of! |
providing accurate data for direct ABM!
support.” e ME
provided that each side could have. onlyi
.one anti-missile systemr near a particular,
city, with no more than 100 missilel
launchers per city: The Russians have"
been building their ABM system around!
Moscow: and, have deployed as many as®
.Gfihunshezs.;" ;?".‘"’7 R AR
- The. treaty did rothing to slow down?
the Russians. As one top-secret CIA re=:
port noted, “The number of [test] flights!.
nppu:ent!y related to ABM activities has
yemained unaffected by the treaty.” .z
<" Meanwhile; “the Uniitad ' States” shit}
downr its-own “Safeguard”:ABM pro-
gram ‘at- Grand Forks,"N.D.; in 1975,
.when Congress cut off funds for it. Since-|
_then,however,tha Pentagon has been !
-continuing active. research on ABMs at{j
the rate of about $250 million a year. !
-The possibility of reviving an ABM 8yS= .
tem; parti as a means of protect- !
+ing-the admittedly vulnerable MX mis-
:sile- system,- has-been gaining increased.:
Support at the Pentagon. -+~ . y-G
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%5 IEUS." anti-missile defenses are not |
‘résuscitated, the generals will keep hav- j
-ing."nightmares :about a- Soviet first:|

tion. Linked to so-called “battle manags-';
i o.gopd:
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